
Br. Russell’s Carefulness with the Book of Revelation 
R5844 BEFORE we leave the dear friends here to go to another city, some of you will wish to say, "Brother Russell, we 
may not see you again for quite a while; and we wish you would say something about the hopes of the Church for the near 
future.  Do you think that the Church will be changed very soon?" We answer, We do not know.  We admit that there are 
many things that we do not know.  If we knew all about the Book of Revelation, we would get out the Seventh Volume 
very soon.  There are a few things of which we are not just sure.  We do not like to do any guess-work.  We could guess 
about some things, but we do not allow ourself to guess.  "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God."--`1 
Peter 4:11`. 

R5909  Some who have The Three Worlds or the old edition of Day dawn would perhaps like to know my present 
opinion of them--whether I still think them profitable books to loan to truth-seekers.  To this I reply, Certainly not; for 
the very immature views of God's Truth therein presented fall far short of what we now see to be God's wonderful plan. 
Things which are now clear as noonday were then cloudy and mixed.  The distinction between the perfect human nature, 
to which the obedient of the world will be restored during the Millennium, and the Divine nature, to which the Little 
Flock, the sacrificing Elect of the Gospel Age are soon to be exalted, were then unnoticed.  All now so clear was then 
blurred, mixed and indistinct.  Neither had we then seen the steps or planes, shown upon the Chart of the Ages in 
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, Vol. I., which have assisted so many to distinguish justification and sanctification and 
to determine their present relationship to God. 

And the time reckonings which those books presented, lacking point and leaving the reader in doubt as to what 
the author is attempting to prove to them, tend only to confuse the mind and to give the impression that time prophecies 
are merely clues and serve no definite purpose or object.  Hence, I answer most decidedly, I would not recommend or 
use either of those books to day.  Once I was much less careful about what I circulated or commended, but I am 
learning every day to be more and more careful as to what sort of food I put before any of the Lord's hungry sheep. 
The lord has taught me that it is a responsible matter to be a teacher, even to the extent of circulating a book or paper.  
Even the book, Food for Thinking Christians (now out of print), published and circulated during the year 1881, I no longer 
commend, because it is less systematic and therefore less clear than later publications. 

QB 627 SATAN'S EMPIRE AND VIALS OF WRATH -- Re Now in Operation QUESTION (1916)--2--Are the vials 
of wrath of `Rev. 16` now being poured out? ANSWER.-- About the vials of wrath: I have not yet read the seventh 
volume of Studies in the Scriptures, and therefore have nothing to say about that. 

SEVENTH VOLUME--Re Time to Understand. Q645:3 QUESTION (1916) -- Since Revelation was discussed 
according to the program yesterday, are we to understand that the time has come for Revelation to be understood?  
ANSWER -- The fact that we discussed certain features of Revelation yesterday does not imply that all the speakers 
understood everything written in the Book of Revelation.  So far as these seven Churches are concerned, we have written 
about them in The Watch Tower in 1880 and 1882.  The seven Churches were then mentioned, and those features were 
discussed from time to time.  But there are certain things in Revelation which I do not understand, and for this reason I 
do not write the Seventh Volume.  Therein I do not wish to give any guesses.  Whenever I write the Seventh Volume on 
the Book of Revelation, I will have a satisfactory understanding of the teachings of that Book.  Until then, I will not 
write it.  

SEVENTH VOLUME -- Re Smiting Jordan Q646:1 QUESTION (1916) -- Will the Seventh Volume be written before 
or after the smiting of the waters of Jordan by the anti-typical Elijah? ANSWER -- There are certain things that we ought 
not to tell anyone; and amongst these are those things which we do not know. 

SEVENTH VOLUME--Statement At Milwaukee Convention Q646:3 QUESTION 1916 --Explain `Rev. 12:12` about 
the Devil coming down to earth and having a short time. 
ANSWER -- We have no time to go into that.  The seventh volume is not off the press yet, and I will just say, while it is 
not on the press yet--all that I will say, is, that this is all past now.  This revelation is past.  That part is past and gone.  We 
had something to say in this connection in the June Watch Tower, and the comments have a little on it also.  We will leave 
that until God shall give us some further light on the book of Revelation, and we will try then to explain the book as a 
whole. We think that the book of Revelation is important, and we would therefore love very much to write on it, but, 
because it is not yet clear as a whole, and I do not wish to put any speculation or guessing into it, therefore do not wish 
to write anything until the Lord shall make it all plain so far as the Bible is concerned and its interpretation. Therefore 
we are waiting--waiting on the Lord.  In due time I believe He will give up the Key that will unlock the book.  Until then 
we will rest.  You will get it just as soon as He gives the explanation.  If the Lord shall give it through somebody else 
alright but I will not give anything until I am sure.  
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